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Abstract: 

The proposition of the paper is to study John K. Erumeli‟s story ‘in that case, don’t 

want caste’ (2009).  The essay ‘in that case, don’t want caste’ is one among the 

collection of essays entitled “Don‟t Want Caste: Malayalam Stories by Dalit Writers” 

published in 2017. The collection was edited into a book by M. R Renukumar and 

translated into English by Abhirami Girija Sriram and Ravi Sankar. The story selected 

for the study John K. Erumeli‟s ‘in that case, don’t want caste’ (2009) is written in 

Malayam with a title „Ennal pinne jaathi venda’ and translated into English by 

Abhirami Girija Sriram. In fact, the essay is simple in size, and tries to directly address 

the issue of caste, with a scintillating satire on the hegemonic and indifferent attitude of 

an officer over the issuance of community certificate to a Dalit student in Kerala.   
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About the author: Born (1942) in Velloor near Pampedi in Kottayam district, John Erumeli 

is a full-time social and political activist. His major works include Pouramrugangal  (Animal 

citizens, 2010), along with several studies on Marxism, naxalism and globalization, as well as 

biographies of Charu Mazumdar, Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, among others.  

Analysis of the story: The story deals with the conversation between a Dalit youth in Kerala 

who approached an officer for getting his caste approved and certified. The boy with a rolled-

up application in his hand climbs up the steps of the big office to meet the concerned officer. 

Soon after reaching the table of the officer, the boy places his application on his table and 

stands with folded palms as if his obedience will fetch him the certificate he wants for. The 

officer questions:  

“Got the report?” (Erumeli 89) 
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The officer who poses a grave query, without once looking up from the file for which 

the boy gives an uneasy reply that it‟s all there in that paper. 

The boy feels that the information submitted by him is complete and enough to get his 

caste certificate whereas the officer informs the boy that his caste and other details are to be 

investigated once by the Lower Officer who has been on leave. 

Listening to the words of the officer, the boy contends that he is running around the 

office for a week putting aside all his important works. However the officer is of a pre-

determined notion and comments:  

 “So what should I do? Sitting here, can I determine your Caste?” (Erumeli 89) 

The boy who is of frustration mood says that his caste is certified by his master at the 

school, his villagers as well as by the Lower Officer. Further he asks: 

My master, my village folk and the Lower Officer can vouch for my caste. Won‟t that 

be enough?” (Erumeli 89 

The officer‟s reply is of suspicious note which might have hurted the young boy. The 

officer commnets:  “Not enough, the Lower Officer‟s report has carried out only the first 

round of investigation . What if change your caste midway? These are days of imposters 

Don‟t waste time standing here. I have other work to do.”  (Erumeli 89) 

The boy who is with much patience till then openly comments:  

“In that case, don‟t want caste.” (Erumeli 89) 

The boy further tore up the application form on the table into pieces and leaves the 

office. 
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Conclusion: The story ‘in that case, don’t want caste’ reveals how much negligence is 

shown on the needs of the Dalits by the government officers. The story also makes us 

understand that the root cause of the indifferent attitude shown by the officer is nothing but 

the attitude of caste bias  which made the Dalit youth to deny the certificate and leave the 

place. Knowing that the attitude of the officer is null and sully, the Dalit youth has left with 

no option than to annihilate the hegemony by tearing the certificates into pieces and throwing 

them which is being witnessed the officer.  
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